
Has China crossed the threshold of the Kuznets 
curve?

New measures from 1987 to 2012 show declining pay inequality in China 
after 2008.
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Figure 1: The overview of  China’s pay inequality (1987-2012) 



Figure 2. Contribution of provinces to inter-
provincial inequality in China, 1987-2012.



Figure 3. The percentage of contribution of the provinces from 
above (1987-2012) 
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Figure 4. Contribution of provinces to between-sector inequality, 1987 -
2012
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Figure 5. Contribution of East, West and Central to overall inequality
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Figure 6a. Inequality among eastern provinces (1987-2012)



Figure 6b. Inequality among western provinces (1987-2012)



Figure 6c. Inequality among central regions (1987-2012)



Figure 7. Contribution to inequality (sector-province cells) in 1988, 1996, 
2002 and 2009
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Table 1. Province-sector contribution to overall pay 
inequality (2009 vs. 2002)



Table 2. Province-sector contribution to overall wage 
inequality (1996 vs. 1988)



Figure 8. Theil Elements for Sectors in China from 1987-1992



Figure 9. Theil Elements for Sectors in China from 1993-2002



Figure 10. Theil Elements for Sectors in China from 2003-2012



Figure 11. Inequality between and within Boom and Non-Boom 
Sectors
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